THE  QUEEN  AS  A  SOCIAL  FIGURE

few, and they are always subject to limitation by local legislation. The
Queen appoints Governors-General on the advice of her several
Governments, but the Governors-General exercise most of her func-
tions. Occasionally she has to issue formal documents for diplomatic
representatives and consuls and for the making of treaties. Such powers,
again, are exercised on the advice of the Governments concerned.
Occasionally, too, she can find time to visit some of her other realms
and territories. It is no longer possible for the Queen to ask, as
George V once asked: 'How's the Empire?'1 There is no Empire,
though in some quarters Sir Winston Churchill's unhappy phrase,
' Commonwealth and Empire5, is used. There is, however, a Common-
wealth in which the number of independent members is growing apace.
The Queen's services are shared by an increasing number of inde-
pendent States.

1 Sir Evelyn Wrench, Geoffrey Dawson, p. 329.
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